
It’s the domino effect.
One loose nut on an excavator’s

wheel can loosen the other nuts. Then
the wheel begins to wobble, wallowing
out the stud holes and ruining the wheel.
Enough of that and the wheel can break
off.

So eyeball the nuts for tightness
weekly. Look for two things: shiny
spots on the nut’s washer and corrosion
around the nuts. Have your mechanic
tighten any loose nuts to 255-265 lb-ft.

Once they’re torqued, make your mark so you can quickly check the nuts for
movement. For instance, use a white marker pen or torque seal, NSN 8030-00-408-
1137, and mark a line across the bolt end and nut.

A mark that later doesn’t line up means the nut has moved.
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SEE . . .

WHEEL MARKS SAVE DOWNTIME

Paint line
across
stud end
and nut

If marks don’t line
up, nut is loose
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CH-47D…

Gary Grubbs

Dallas Army Aviation

Support Facility

Grand Prairie, TX

Good idea! That clips the
retaining clip problem.

Dear Editor,

We’ve had a constant problem

with the Chinook engine cowling door

retaining clip. Aircraft vibration and

constant storage and removal of the

strut enlarges the clip’s hole to the

point that the strut just falls out of

the clip on its own.

Removing
and
installing
enlarges
hole

But a 10-minute fix by our sheet

metal repairer helped us solve the clip

problem and prolong the life of the

strut assembly. Here’s how it’s done:

1. With a drill index, mark a 31/64-

in diameter hole around the existing

hole.  Enlarge the hole with a rotary

file to the marks.

2. Drill a 25/64-in hole in an eye-

let, NSN 5325-00-282-2047,

using a vise and drill press.

3. Insert the eyelet into the

retaining clip and add a retaining

ring, NSN 5325-00-598-1474.

That holds the strut in place.

When the strut falls out, it rubs

against the top of the engine, the

main fuel filter housing and the fuel

line. Over time, that could cause a

fuel leak and fire. The strut can

also bend until it won’t hold the

cowling door open.
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